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On our return to Earth we may meet again some of
those same countless lives that in a previous incarnation
made of our then body their passing" dwelling; but all
that we are Just now concerned with is the breaking up
of the body whose life-span is over, and its fate is
complete disintegration. To the dense body, then,
Death means dissolution as an organism, the loosing of
the bonds that united the many into one.

THE FATE OF THE ETHERIC DOUBLE

The etheric double is the ethereal counterpart of the
gross body of man. It is the double that is sometimes
seen during life in the neighbourhood of the body, and
its absence from the body is generally marked by the
heaviness or semi-lethargy of the latter. Acting as the
reservoir, or vehicle, of the life-principle during earth-
life, its withdrawal from the body is naturally marked
by the lowering of all vital functions, even while the
cord which unites the two is still unbroken. As has
been already said, the snapping of the cord means the
death of the body.

When the etheric double finally quits the body, it
does not travel to any distance from it. Normally it
remains floating over the body, the state of consciousness